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**denotes a change  
  

 

 

RIGHT TO AMEND 

 This handbook is primarily a means of communication.  It is meant to provide you, the parent/guardian, 

with helpful information on how we intend to go about our ministry.  The St. Joseph Seeds of Faith 

Program reserves the right to amend this handbook as necessary.  Parents will be notified in writing if 

changes are made to any procedures or information contained in this handbook. 

  



2 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

A. Preface 

1. Statement of Catechetical Purpose/Mission Statement   p. 3 

2. Letter to Parents        p. 4 
 

B. Religious Formation Program Policies and Procedures 

1. Parental Participation       p. 5 

2. Admission         p. 5 

3. Tuition         p. 5 

4. Religious Formation Materials      p. 6 

5. Drop Off / Pick Up        p. 6 

6. Communication        p. 6 

7. Attendance        p. 6 

8. Behavior         p. 7 

9. Evaluation Reports       p. 8 

10. **Sacramental Preparation      p. 8 

11. **Faith Buddies: Special Needs Program     p. 9 

12. Early Summer Make-Up Classes      p. 9 

13. Bringing “Visitors” along to class      p. 9 

14. Videotaping & Still Photographs      p. 9 

15. **Emergency Cancellation of Classes     p. 9 

16. Safe Environment        p. 9 

17. **Family Life Guidelines: Chaste Living     p. 10 

18. “Protecting God’s Children”      p. 10 

19. Reporting Child Abuse       p. 10 
 

C. **What Will Your Children Be Learning?     p. 11 

D. Parent Reflections 

Poem:  “The Measure of Success”      p. 12 

E. Schedules 

1. Schedule of Class Dates for the Year     p. 13 

2. Explanation of our “Free Days” during the School Year   p. 14 

3. Schedule of Parent Lessons      p. 14 

4. Schedule of Sacramental Meetings and Celebrations   p. 15 

5. Schedule of Class Masses and Reconciliation Services   p. 16 

  



3 
 

 

ST. JOSEPH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Manteno, Illinois 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT OF CATECHETICAL PURPOSE 

 

 Our purpose as the Religious Education Staff of St. Joseph Church in Manteno is 

to create a protective, loving and committed Catholic-Christian community where each 

child’s faith might become “living, conscious and active through the light of instruction.”    

(National Catechetical Directory) 

 

REP MISSION STATEMENT 

  

The St. Joseph Religious Education Program comprises a community of 

students, catechists, parents and clergy, united in genuine love and concern for the 

purpose of religious formation.  The parish staff and its catechists strive to provide a 

safe and quality Christian environment in which the students can grow in the knowledge 

and practice of their faith.  Nurtured by the sacraments, and inspired by the Word of 

God as proclaimed in Holy Scripture, we focus our energies on achieving the threefold 

goals of Catholic education outlined in the bishops’ pastoral, TO TEACH AS JESUS 

DID; namely, to proclaim the message of Jesus (while helping the children to develop a 

personal relationship with Him as their Savior and friend); to build a Christian 

community enlivened by the Holy Spirit; and to explore (and practice) various concrete 

ways to be of service to the entire Christian community. 

 

PARISH FAITH FORMATION COMMISSION MISSION STATEMENT 

  

To guide our Parish Family in a caring and supportive environment into becoming the 

best version of themselves, so that they may grow to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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August 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 We would like to welcome you to the 2019-20 Seeds of Faith year here at St. 

Joseph Parish.  It is our privilege and responsibility to you, the parents of St. Joseph 

Parish, to assist you in handing down the teachings of our Catholic faith to your children.  

When your children were born you made the decision to baptize your child and began the 

task of raising them in the Catholic faith.  At that baptism a prayer was offered for you, 

the parents, saying (in part):  “The father and mother will be the first teachers of their 

child in the ways of faith.  May they also be the best of teachers, bearing witness to the 

faith by what they say and do in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.”  Baptism marks the 

beginning of one’s journey to the Kingdom of Heaven.  But to ensure our arrival there, the 

gift of faith must be nurtured early on by parents, teachers and pastors.  

 You, as parents, should never forget the power of your example nor the gifts you 

have from God to help you in your vocation as mother and father.  The Seeds of Faith 

program here at St. Joseph is conducted with the understanding that together we form a 

team with the likeminded goal of helping your child grow in their relationship with Jesus 

Christ and instilling in our children an understanding of the Catholic faith which deepens 

their love for Christ and the Church.  The challenges to this faith are many yet not 

impossible to overcome with perseverance and an eye toward our final goal: Heaven.  

Meanwhile, just as Christ promised, so has He done.  We have not been abandoned.  He 

founded the Church upon Peter and the apostles and sent the Holy Spirit to dwell among 

all who love Him and show that love by keeping God’s commandments.  In our Seeds of 

Faith prgoram we seek to continue the lessons of religious truth that you teach at home.  

Together we want to strengthen the foundations of learning to love and trust God by 

finding out about what He has done for us already.  These important things are found in 

the Bible and in the living sacred tradition of the Church.  Don’t forget:  The Church 

existed long before the Bible was even completed, let alone put together as we know it 

today! 

 We want to help you to help your children be well prepared for the sacraments; to 

meet Jesus also in prayer; and to desire to be like the holy saints whom the Church honors 

at Mass.  Participation in the faith we profess is the most important of all goals because 

by it we become more fully aware of the beauty and wisdom it holds and less likely to 

accept false ideas contrary to such faith.  We are with you, dear parents, to help the 

children on their journey of faith and to encourage them to let the Light of Christ shine 

forth through their lives, lighting the way for others so that none will be lost. 

         Sincerely, 

         Fr. Thomas Theneth, CMI 

         Mrs. Jessica Dickson, DRE 
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SEEDS OF FAITH PROGRAM POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

St. Joseph Parish—Manteno, Illinois 

  

Because the ministry of catechetical formation is so vital and because we want to make every moment 

that your child spends with us as valuable and rewarding as possible, it is important that we establish 

certain policies for the efficient operation of our program.  Therefore we ask that you read and reread 

the following information, taking time to discuss various aspects of these policies with your children so 

that you and they are thoroughly familiar with our expectations.  Your cooperation in supporting these 

policies is greatly appreciated and will, in the end, be of benefit to everyone concerned. 
 

1. PARENTAL PARTICIPATION AND EXPECTATIONS 

YOU (as parents) are the most important key to your child’s successful religious formation.  So please 

show your children that you are interested and involved in what they are learning; for the importance 

you place on your child’s religious formation will be equivalent to the importance that he or she will   

attach to it. 
  

Expectations: 

 Be proud to live your faith along with your children!  Pray with and for them daily-while 

reminding them to pray individually as well.  Celebrate Mass with them on weekends and holy 

days; observe the Church seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter with appropriate 

prayers and practices. 

 Use Sacramentals (holy water, candles, crucifixes, etc.) devoutly and keep the Bible in a special 

place of honor in your home-using it often for both reflections and inspirations.   

 Be sure to set an example of responsible giving by supporting your parish church as best you can 

in terms of time (participate in adult and family faith formation activities), talent (at least an 

hour of your time to the Seeds of Faith program specifically), and treasure (use of offertory 

envelopes at Mass)-while encouraging your children to do the same. 

 Attend a “Parent Lesson” or event with your child.  Grades participating this year are K, 1, 3, 5, & 

6.  Parents will come and participate with their children directly in their faith learning.  Please 

see their class syllabus for dates.       
 

2. ADMISSION  

a.   No student shall be denied admission to any catechetical program because of race, color, national or 

ethnic origin.  Nor shall any child be denied admittance due to the parents’ inability to pay the 

designated tuition (see TUITION below for more details). 

b.   Catechetical programs are designed primarily for religious formation.  Therefore children shall be 

admitted to the program only if their parents subscribe to this concept. 

c.  Late admission to the program is discouraged but not denied.  Parents are responsible for any 

necessary make-up that needs to be done in case of late admission. 

d.  Children whose parents are not members of the parish shall be admitted to the program only with 

the specific consent of the pastor.   
 

3. TUITION 

Tuition payment is expected at the beginning of the programs year, however payment plans are 

available.  Tuition for students participating in sacraments must be paid in full at the beginning of the 

year.  If any family is unable to pay the tuition because of serious financial problems, please fill out a 
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financial assistance form for a review by Father Al.  Father Al will approve any financial assistance and 

you will be contacted when it is approved.  All such cases will be held in the strictest confidence. 

 

2019-2020 Program Year Tuition 

 

Parishioner 

$100 for the first child     

$20 for each additional child 

Book Fee: $20 per child 
 

Non-Parishioner 

$200 for the first child 

 $20 for each additional child 

Book Fee: $20 per child 

 

Sacramental Fees:  

First Communion: $20     

Year 1 Confirmation: $15 

Year 2 Confirmation: $20 

 

Late Fee 

$15 if registered after June 30
th

 

 

A Parishioner is defined as: 

 Registered parishioner with St. Joseph, Manteno  

 Attends Mass on a regular basis (26 out of 52 envelopes, your current status was listed at registration 

but this status may change by October) 

 Participates and volunteers in parish activities. 
   

4. RELIGIOUS FORMATION MATERIALS 

Your child will receive his/her religion book and class folder at their first class.  From then on, he/she is 

obligated to bring that book and folder to class each session.  If a child loses their book and/or folder, a 

note should be given explaining the fact and parents are then expected to pay for the cost of the new 

book and/or folder ($20). 
 

5. DROP OFF / PICK UP 

The safety of our children is of the utmost importance.  We ask that when you drop your children off 

and when you pick them up, you enter the lot at Baker Street and exit by way of Walnut.  Students can 

enter at either entrance of the RE building before class begins.  BOTH entrances of the RE building will 

be locked before, during, and after class.  All late students or parents will need to enter at the WEST 

entrance and check in with the session secretary or the DRE.  NO ONE WILL BE ADMITTED THROUGH 

THE EAST ENTRANCE DURING CLASS.   

Pick up for Sundays the Catechists will walk their class out to the West parking lot for parents to pick up 

their children.  Pick up for Wednesdays either myself or one of our aides will dismiss each class one at a 

time.  Parents will not be allowed to wait in the RE building to pick up their children.   
 

6. COMUNICATION 

Communication is key in any relationship which is why it is the goal of the program to keep an open and 

active line of communication with all parents.  The Director will communicate on a regular basis to 

parents via sending communication home with students, email, and the Remind text app.  It is the 

responsibility of the parents to read and review all materials sent to them.         
 

7. ATTENDANCE 

Every session has important content to be covered, and every lesson (particularly from the first grade 

on) is necessary for the child’s complete understanding of the faith.  Therefore we expect both regular 

attendance AND punctuality. 
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a.   Illness and personal emergencies are bound to occur, but a student may not miss more than four 

sessions during any one year.  If circumstances are such that a child must miss more than four times, 

special arrangements for make-up must be made with the DRE.  Otherwise the child may need to 

repeat that grade level again the following year. 

b.   In the interest of safety, please help us account for your child each week by calling the Religious Ed 

Office (or sending a note with a sibling) whenever your child will be absent.  If no call is received 

pertaining to the child’s absence, parents will be contacted by a secretarial aide.                                        

Note: If a child is absent for three or more sessions in a row, we will assume that the child has 

dropped out of the program and the child will not be allowed back into class without a meeting 

with the DRE. 

c.   Tardiness-except in emergency situations-is generally unacceptable.  Parents should make certain 

the children arrive before the starting bell; for arriving late disrupts the class and prevents the 

children from getting whatever material may have already been presented. 

d.   If there is an important reason why a child must leave class early on a particular day, a parent note 

needs to be sent to the catechist or DRE before time.  No child will ever be released early without 

his/her parent’s written authorization.  The parent will also need to sign their child out.  Students 

will only be dismissed to someone other than their parent if a written authorization is given at the 

beginning of class. 
 

8. BEHAVIOR 

Each child attending the Seeds of Faith program is expected to abide by a code of Christian conduct in 

which that child shows proper respect at all times for self, others and parish property.  Catechists have 

a right to teach and students have a right to learn.  Therefore, in justice to the entire class that suffers 

as a result, bad conduct cannot and will not be tolerated.   

a.   For less serious offenses, the catechist will use judgment in offering a variety of solutions to the 

problem.  This may sometimes involve an additional assignment to be completed and returned (with 

the parent’s signature) at the following session. 

b.   For excessive misbehavior, your child will be given a Student Behavior Report.  A copy of the report 

will go home with the student, one will be mailed home and one will be kept on file in the office.  

For the first incident this report will need to be signed and returned by the parent to the next class.  

The second incident this report will need to be signed and returned by the parent to the next class 

and the parent will then need to remain with the student for the duration of that class.  After three 

reports the student will be automatically suspended from the program and a supervised home-study 

course will need to be arranged.   

c.   For single, but serious matters the student will be immediately suspended from the program and a 

supervised home-study course may be discussed with the DRE.     

d.   Food, drink and gum are not to be brought to class unless it is a special occasion (such as a birthday), 

in which case the treat is to be shared with the entire class under the supervision of the catechist.  

You must check with the DRE to find out about student allergies before bringing treats to class.  

e.  Cell phones, pagers, radios and any other electronic communication devices are NOT allowed.  Please 

have students leave all items at home.  Students bringing such items to class will need to turn them 

in upon arrival, and may pick them up again at dismissal.  If a catechist finds that a student has 

violated this rule by sneaking such an item into the classroom, that device will be confiscated and 

will be returned only to the parents. 
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9. EVALUATION REPORTS 

In order to inform parents of the progress their children are making, and in order to make both the 

teachers and students more accountable for the material taught during these sessions, a written 

evaluation report (beginning in first grade) will be sent home twice during the school year-once at the 

close of each semester.  When the evaluation report goes home the first time, the parents should sign it 

and return it to class with the child at the following session.  At the conclusion of the program year, the 

report may be kept by the family.  The following categories are covered in these reports:   

 

KNOWLEDGE:  This pertains to the basic concepts which your child is required to learn on each grade 

level.  The catechist will judge the child’s knowledge by his or her oral and/or written responses in the 

classroom, on quiz sheets, reviews etc. 

EFFORT:  Not every child is blessed with superior intelligence or memory, but every child can at least try.  

This grade gives credit to the person who tries hard despite the results. 

ATTENTION:  A child’s attention in class is often the key to his/her understanding of the material 

covered.   

PARTICIPATION:  A child’s participation in class discussions is important since it lets the catechist know 

whether or not his/her teaching has been effective.  A child’s participation in class projects is likewise 

important, for it demonstrates how well he or she can work with the other students. 

COMPLETION OF ASSIGNMENTS:  Students may occasionally be given an assignment to complete for 

the next class.  In any such case, the students are expected to comply as best they can with the 

assignment given. 

RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY:  Every student is obligated to pay proper respect at all times-both in word 

and in action-to any person in the RE building. 

BEHAVIOR:  To successfully help your child grow in faith, there must be a consistent sense of order and 

discipline in the classroom.   
 

10. SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

a.   Since the sacraments are to be peak moments in the life of a Christian, the parish staff tries hard to 

make them such for those who are preparing to celebrate one of the sacraments for the very first 

time.  But peak moments are meant to be shared; so what better way to share them than by 

involving the entire family in the preparation process.  For this reason, parents are asked to play a 

vital role in their child’s sacramental preparation.  Prior to the celebration of Reconciliation, First 

Communion and Confirmation, we require the parents to attend some special meetings to learn 

new insights into the meaning of these sacraments, to better understand their role as primary 

religious educators, and to learn practical ways in which to guide their children’s ongoing spiritual 

development. 

b.   In order that each child might have the proper background necessary to receive the sacraments of 

initiation (that is, First Eucharist and Confirmation), the child must have a minimum of two 

uninterrupted years of formal religious formation prior to the reception of that sacrament.  (For 

Reconciliation and First Communion students need to begin Seeds of Faith in first grade and for 

Confirmation students need to begin in sixth grade.)  NOTE: Starting for the 2020-21 year, students 

will need to begin Seeds of Faith in Kindergarten. 

c.   Older students, new to the program, who have not yet celebrated the sacraments of Reconciliation 

and/or Eucharist, will have the opportunity to participate in special sacramental make-up classes 
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during the year after they begin classes (i.e. If the student begins in 4th grade then they would 

participate in special sacrament classes AND normal classes during 5th grade).  Normally they would 

be prepared to celebrate their First Communion along with the other students preparing to make 

their First Communion the day before Mother’s Day.   
 

11. **FAITH BUDDIES: RELIGIOUS FORMATION FOR CHILDREN & TEENS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

The Religious Education Programs of Kankakee County provide a Religious Formation Program for 

children and teens with any form of disability.  The disabilities served include but are not limited to: 

social/emotional, physical, intellectual, and all other disability categories such as ADHD or TBI.  Faith 

Buddies meets on the 1st Saturday of the month from 9:30-11 here at St. Joseph, Manteno.  If you feel 

your child, or another child you may know, would benefit from this program please contact the DRE.   
 

12. EARLY SUMMER MAKE-UP CLASSES 

Children who have not adequately grasped the religion content (due to excessive absenteeism or lack of 

interest or effort) will need to attend make-up classes to be able to move to the next grade.  These 

make-up sessions begin in late May or early June.  This will be designed primarily as a home-study 

course, where the children, upon completing the necessary material, will meet with the DRE for a review 

of their work.  Failure to participate in this program will result in the child being retained at the same 

grade level for another year.   

Note:  Children with specific learning disabilities will be given special consideration in this regard and 

will not be expected to produce beyond their individual capabilities. 
 

13. BRINGING “VISITORS” ALONG TO CLASS 

Students should not invite un-enrolled friends to class without the prior permission of the catechist 

involved AND the DRE.  There will also need to be written consent by the friends’ parents.  As a general 

policy, we do not encourage this practice because of a shortage of space and materials-though in special 

circumstances, an exception can be made.  If a student brings a friend without prior approval we will 

contact you to pick the friend up. 
 

14. VIDEOTAPING & STILL PHOTOGRAPHS 

There is a possibility that video and still photos will be taken during these sessions.  By signing that you 

have read the Parent Handbook constitutes permission for possible participation in the videotape 

and/or still photographs.  These may be used for future promotional efforts.  Some forms of media that 

they may be used in are printed material, our parish website, our parish Facebook page etc.  If you wish 

to not have your child photographed please put it in writing and attach to your Parent 

Acknowledgement Form.      
 

15. **EMERGENCY CANCELLATION OF CLASSES 

If classes ever need to be cancelled due to inclement weather or unfavorable road conditions, a notice 

to that effect will be posted on our Parish website and our Parish Facebook page, text through Remind 

and a mass email will be sent out.  Your child’s catechists will also attempt to reach you by phone/email.  
 

16. SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

As of 2005, the Diocese of Joliet has mandated us to involve the children in our parish programs with a 

“Safe Environment” program as a component to the adult “Protecting God’s Children.”  We will be 

showing the approved and recommended videos from the Diocese for grades 1-8 to complete this 
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requirement.  If, however, the students already receive safe environment training as a part of their 

regular public school curriculum (for example, through the presentations of KC-CASA), this suffices in 

terms of satisfying diocesan regulations and no videos will be shown.   
 

17. **FAMILY LIFE GUIDELINES: CHASTE LIVING 

As of 2013, the Diocese of Joliet has mandated us to involve the parents of the children in our parish 

programs with a Chaste Living program.  To meet the guidelines set out by the Diocese there will be two 

steps for parents; one for all 5th grade parents and one for students in 6th grade and their parents.  For 

parents of 5th graders there will be a Chaste Living packet that each parent will need to pick up and sign 

that they have received.  For 6th grade students and their parents there will be a Chaste Living talk held 

in the spring.  
 

18. “PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN” 

To help protect our children from the tragedy of sexual abuse which has caused such serious harm to 

victims and their families, a nationwide educational program-“Protecting God’s Children”-has been 

implemented throughout our Diocese.  All who interact with children in our parish have learned the 

warning signs of inappropriate relationships, how parish programs are to be monitored, who are 

permitted to work with children, the importance of parental involvement, and ways in which to 

communicate concerns about suspected abuse. 

To help parents understand the policies that the Diocese has in place, every new family entering our 

Religious Education Program will be asked to read “Standards of Behavior for Those Working with 

Minors” and “Pastoral Policy Regarding Sexual Abuse of Minors.”  These will be available on our Parish 

Website.  An acknowledgement form that you have received and read through these policies must be 

signed and returned to the Religious Education Office where it is kept in each family’s permanent file. 
 

19. REPORTING CHILD ABUSE 

Consistent with diocesan policy and local legal codes, our parish catechetical staff has a moral and legal 

duty to comply with the law to ensure the welfare of the children in our care.  Pursuant to state law, we 

are required to report suspected child abuse, and we will also follow diocesan policy on such matters.  

Meanwhile, please note that all parish staff members and catechists have been required to sign an 

acknowledgement that they have read and understood the ethical and personal conduct policies of our 

diocese.  In addition, all catechists, substitute catechists and adult aides have been screened through a 

criminal background check so you can be assured that your children are truly in good hands.    
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WHAT WILL YOUR CHILDREN BE LEARNING? 

 

The St. Joseph Seeds of Faith Program uses only the highest quality of diocesan approved textbooks to 

provide your children with the best in religious instruction.  All of these books feature a life-centered 

catechesis appropriate to the psychological level of the learner.  Moreover they offer a balanced 

approach to both doctrinal content and the children’s response in faith through prayer and service. 
 

Preschool :  J is for Jesus (National Catholic Educational Association ) 
 

This program looks at each letter of the alphabet with a Catholic concept. 
 

Kindergarten:  STORIES OF GOD’S LOVE (RCL Benziger) 
 

This program is based on touching children’s hearts with the Gospel Message.   
 

Grades 1, 3-6:  Be My Disciples (RCL Benziger) 
 

This program focuses on doctrinal lessons on all four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

[Creed, Liturgy & Sacraments, Christian Morality, and Prayer].  It also uses in-depth Scripture study 

encouraging reading of the Bible and understanding its meaning for today.  Through seasonal material 

the children will learn the connection between catechesis and the liturgical life of the parish. 
 

Grade 2:  Go Seek & Find Reconciliation; Go Seek & Find Eucharist, The Catholic Children’s Bible   

  (Saint Mary’s Press) and We Learn About Mass    (Liturgy Training Publications)  
 

The first semester will prepare the children to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, while the second 

semester will prepare them for their First Holy Communion.  The students will also have a Mass booklet 

and Reconciliation booklet that they will need to bring to class each week. 
 

Grade 5:  Be My Disciples (RCL Benziger) and Mass to Mission (Liturgy Training Publications) 
 

All long with Be My Disciples described above, students will take a look into the who, what, where, 

when, and why of the Mass.   
 

Confirmation Year 1:  Scripture Study, Theology of the Body (Ascension Press) and 

 Living as Saints 
 

Students will journey through three different learning sessions: Scripture Study where the students will 

be guided to a better understand of the Bible and the story of Salvation; Theology of the Body students 

will be divided into boys and girls and will answer the tough questions concerning their bodies, their 

sexuality, and their future; Living as Saints will take a look into several saints and their lives while 

helping the students realize their potential to live as Saints today. 
 

Confirmation Year 2:  Gifted with the Spirit (Pfalum), Life In Christ Jesus (RCL Benziger), and Credible 

Catholic    
 

Students will journey through three different learning sessions: Gifted with the Spirit will help students 

better understand the Sacrament of Confirmation; Life In Christ Jesus will lead the students into the 

morality of the Catholic Church through the 10 Commandments; Credible Catholic will provide the 

students with a better understanding of the link between Faith and science. 
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THE MEASURE OF SUCCESS 

 

 

I dreamt I stood beside a church 

and watched two sculptors there.  

With clay they formed a young child’s mind- 

molding it with care.  

  

 

 

   One-a teacher-used several tools: 

   textbooks, Scripture, art; 

   the other-a parent-used guiding hands  

   and a gentle, loving heart. 

 

 

 

   Week by week the teacher toiled 

   with a touch both deft and sure;   

   While, day by day, the parent carved 

   values that endure. 

 

 

 

And when, at last, their task was done,   

they proudly stood and smiled; 

For there, formed firmly in the faith, 

stood a happy, grace-filled child. 

 

 

 

 

    And each agreed they would have failed,  

    had either worked alone. 

    But behind the teacher stood the Church, 

    and behind the Church-the home. 

     -Author Unknown 
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ST. JOSEPH SEEDS OF FAITH RELIGIOUS FORMAITON PROGRAM 
Schedule of Class Dates for the Year 2019-2020 

Note:   Preschool meets on Sundays from 10:30 until 11:30; Grades K through 4 meet on Sundays from 9:00 until 10:20 a.m.; 
Grades 5 through Confirmation meet on Wednesdays from 7:00 until 8:15 p.m. 
 
 

SUNDAYS (Preschool through Gr. 4) 
 

01.  Sept. 8 

02.  Sept. 15 

03. Sept. 22 

[No Class Sept. 29] 

04. Oct. 6  [Adoration] 

[No Class Oct. 13] 

05.  Oct. 20  

06.  Oct. 27 [Kind. Parent Lesson]  

07.  Nov. 3 

08.  Nov. 10 [3rd gr Parent Lesson] 

09.  Nov. 17 

10.  Nov. 24 [1st gr Parent Lesson] 

[No Class Dec. 1] 

11.  Dec. 8   

12.  Dec. 15   

[No Classes Dec. 22 & 29] 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13.  Jan. 5 

14.  Jan. 12 

[No Class Jan. 19] 

15.  Jan. 26 

16.  Feb. 2 

17.  Feb. 9 

[No Class Feb. 16] 

18.  Feb. 23             

19.  Mar. 1        [3rd Rec. & 1st Com. Ret.]     

20.  Mar. 8        [4th gr Reconciliation]    

21.  Mar. 15      [2nd gr Reconciliation]           

 [No Class Mar. 23] 

22.  Mar. 29      [Stations of the Cross] 

23.  Apr. 5 

[No Class Apr. 12] 

24.  Apr. 19 

25.  Apr. 26 

26.  May 3    [May Crowning]   

 

 

WEDNESDAYS (Gr. 5 through Gr. 8) 
 

01.  Sept. 4 

02.  Sept. 11 

03.  Sept. 18 

04.  Sept. 25 

05.  Oct. 2  [Adoration] 

06.  Oct. 9 

[No Class Oct. 16] 

07.  Oct. 23 

08.  Oct. 30 [All Class Mass]  

09. Nov. 6            [CY1 ToB Parent Meet] 

10.  Nov. 13 

11.  Nov. 20 

[No Class Nov. 27] 

12.  Dec. 4   

13.  Dec. 11  

14.  Dec. 18  

[No Classes Dec. 25 & Jan. 1] 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15.  Jan. 8 

16.  Jan. 15 

17.  Jan. 23 

 [No Class Jan. 22] 

18.  Jan. 29  

19. Feb. 5 

20.  Feb. 12 

[No Class Feb. 19] 

21.  Feb. 26            

22.  Mar. 4             

23.  Mar. 11          [4, 5, 6 Reconciliation]     

24.  Mar. 18          [7 & 8 Reconciliation]    

 [No Class Mar. 25] 

25.  Apr. 1             [Stations of the Cross] 

26.  Apr. 8             [6th gr Parent Lesson] 

27.  Apr. 15  

28.  Apr. 22           [5th gr Parent Lesson] 

29. Apr. 29 

30.  May 6   [May Crowning] 



 
 

AN EXPLANATION OF OUR “FREE DAYS” DURING THE CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR 
 

           [Corresponding, for the most part, with the Manteno Public School Calendar] 
 

 SUNDAY  WEDNESDAY 

 

 Sept. 29     Oktoberfest 
 

  Oct. 13   Oct. 16   Christopher Columbus 
 

 Dec. 1   Nov. 27  Thanksgiving Break 
 

 Dec. 22  Dec. 25  Christmas Break 
 

 Dec. 29  Jan. 1   New Years Break 
 

Jan. 19   Jan. 22   Martin Luther King Day 
 

 Feb. 16   Feb. 19   Presidents’ Day 
 

Mar. 22  Mar. 25  Spring Break 
 

Apr. 12      Easter Sunday 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF PARENT LESSON 

2019-20 
 

As a Religious Formation Program we are the secondary educators of your child’s faith.  As parents, you 

are the first.  To help you walk beside your child in their faith journey we have Parent Lessons for you to 

attend with your child.  These lessons are during a regular schedule class when you will come with your 

child and share in their class.  We began Parent Lessons in 2015 and it is our hope that by 2020 to have 

two nights a year for grades Kindergarten, 1st and 3rd thru 6th grade to offer parents the opportunity to 

share in the faith of their child.  These lesson will be conducted in the Parish Hall.   

 

Lessons are as follows: 

 

Grade    Date   Lesson 

Kindergarten   October 27  Jesus Welcomes the Children & All Saints 

1st Grade   November 24  Advent 

3rd Grade   November 10  The Church 

4th Grade   TBA   TBA 

5TH Grade    April 22   The Mass 

6th Grade    April 8   Holy Week 

 

Note: Grades 2, 7, and 8 have Sacramental Preparation Meetings and other events that take the place of 

Parent Lessons. 

 



 
 

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS AND CELEBRATIONS 
2019-2020 

 

Grade 2:  First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
 

1. PARENT ONLY RECONCILIATION MEETING 
Thursday, October 10, 7 pm in the Parish Hall 

2. CELEBRATION OF FIRST RECONCILIATION 
Thursday, December 12, 7 pm in the Church 

3. PARENT ONLY FIRST COMMUNION MEETING 
Thursday, January 30, 7 pm in the Parish Hall 

4. FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT  
[Student and at least one parent] 
Sunday, March 1, 12:30 – 3:30 pm in the Parish Hall 

5. FIRST COMMUNION MEETING/PRACTICE 
[Student and at least one parent] 

Thursday, May 7, 7 pm in the Church   
6. CELEBRATION OF FIRST COMMUNION 

Saturday, May 9   (Mass times will be given at the beginning of the year.)    
 
 

Year 1 Confirmation Prep 
 

1. MANDATORY PRE-CONFIRMATION MEETING 
[Students and at least one parent] 

Thursday, October 24, 7 pm in the Parish Hall 
2.  MANDATORY YEAR 1 CONFIRMATION RETREAT [Students Only] 

Sunday, April 19, 2:30 – 7 pm in the Parish Hall  
 
 
 
 

Year 2 Confirmation Prep 
 

1. MANDATORY CONFIRMATION MEETING    
[Students and at least one parent]             

  Thursday, September 12, 7 pm in the Parish Hall   
2. SPECIAL ENROLLMENT CEREMONY                                         

  All Masses the weekend of September 21/22   
3. MANDATORY SPONSOR/STUDENT RETREAT   

Friday, November 15, 7 pm in the Parish hall    
4. MANDATORY YEAR 2 RETREAT   [Students Only]    

 Saturday, January 12, from 2 – 7 pm in the Parish Hall  
5. CONFIRMATION INTERVIEWS     

              TBA:  Saturday mornings prior to Confirmation   
6. CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION     

  TBA: We will inform you of the time and date as soon as we   
receive this information from the Chancery.    



 
 

              

CELEBRATION OF EUCHARIST, RECONCILIATION AND LITURGICAL DEVOTIONS 

2019-20 
 

The Sacrament of the Eucharist is a time to come together as a Parish Family to celebrate the gifts that 

God has given us and to receive our spiritual food for our faith journey.  We will have an ALL CLASS Mass 

and grade level Masses throughout the year.  These Masses are for the students and their families.   
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be made available to all of our students during the Lenten season.  

Those who attend classes on Sunday will make their confessions to Father Thomas during regular class 

time on the Sunday assigned.  Students who attend on Wednesday evenings will make their confessions 

to either Father Thomas or one of the visiting priests on the Wednesday assigned. 

 

We will also be participating in the devotions of Adoration and Stations of the Cross.   

 

EUCHARIST: Class Masses 
 

Wednesday Evening ALL Class Mass 
 

Wednesday, October 30 
 

Sunday Morning at 10:30 Mass 
 

Preschool & Kindergarten 

Sunday, October 6 
 

Grade 1 & 5 

Sunday, November 3 
 

Grade 2 & 6  

Sunday, December 8 
 

Grade 3 & Confirmation Y1 

Sunday, February 2 
 

Grade 4 & Confirmation Y2 

Sunday, March 1 
 

ADORATION 
 

Sunday Classes 
 

October 6 
 

Wednesday Classes 
 

October 2 

 

 

RECONCILIATON 
 

First Reconciliation  
 

Thursday, December 12, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Morning Lenten Reconciliation 
 

Grade 2 

Sunday, March 15  
 

Grade 3 

Sunday, March 1  
 

Grade 4 

 Sunday, March 8 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Reconciliation 
 

Grades 4, 5, & 6  

Wednesday, March 11 
 

Grades 7 & 8 

Wednesday, March 18  
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Sunday Classes 
 

March 29 
 

Wednesday Classes 
 

April 1



 
 

 


